
Covid 19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 21st December 2020 

 
22/12/2020 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the SQA will publish any moderation methodology that will be 

used for the 2021 assessment process before pupils take part in it. (S5W-33896) 

 

John Swinney: On 8 December 2020, the National Qualifications 2021 Group 

published details of the alternative assessment model for National 5 courses in 

2020-21. The model has a focus on teacher and lecturer judgement of learner 

attainment evidence, supported by local and Scottish Qualifications Authority 

(SQA) quality assurance processes. The guidance makes clear that if there are 

any instances where SQA believe submitted assessment evidence fails to meet 

the required standard then this will lead to a discussion with the centre and, if 

appropriate, local authorities. This should be by exception. Further details can be 

found on SQA website at: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96101.html 

 

It is anticipated that the approach to awarding Highers and Advanced Highers will be 

broadly the same as agreed for National 5 awards this year. 

 

A collaborative approach from across the education system will ensure that the 

assessment and quality assurance approach for 2020-2021 is clearly 

communicated, and that appropriate support is in place. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government by 

what date it will advise pupils, teachers, parents and school staff regarding 

whether exams will go ahead in 2021. (S5W-33900) 

John Swinney: I announced to Parliament on 7 October 2020 that National 5 

exams would be cancelled in 2020-21, and on 8 December 2020 that Higher and 

Advanced Higher exams would also be cancelled in 2020-2021. They will be 

replaced by a process of teacher and lecturer judgement of learner attainment 

evidence supported by a quality assurance process working with the Scottish 

Qualifications Authority. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what criteria it will use to determine whether the 2021 exam diet will go ahead. 

(S5W-33901) 

John Swinney: On 7 October, I announced that National 5 exams would be 

cancelled in 2020-21 and I was clear that a decision on the Higher and Advanced 

Higher exam diet was subject to it being both safe and fair for all learners. 

 
Subsequently, on 8 December, I outlined to Parliament that Higher and Advanced 

Higher exams should no longer proceed in 2021 in light of continuing disruption to 

some young people’s education caused by Covid-19. 
 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96101.html


The decision to cancel all exams this year took account of the wide range of views 

submitted by a range a stakeholders, including learners. It also acknowledges that 

there have been varied levels of absences and disruption to learning, particularly 

for those in our poorest communities, and we cannot guarantee that there will be 

no further unavoidable disruption. Importantly, the decision provides clarity to 

learners, parents and carers, teachers and lecturers and is the safest and fairest 

way to ensure that pupils’ achievements can be recognised. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what analysis it has made of the impact of pupils self-isolating on the fairness of 

assessments in 2021. (S5W-33902) 

John Swinney: Analysis of the impact of pupils not in school due to a Covid-

19 related reason, and fairness of assessment can be found in our published 

dashboard: 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19- 

SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction 

 

The dashboard shows the percentage attendance and the percentage of openings 

for pupils not in school due to a Covid-19 related reason by sex, SIMD and Ethnic 

Background. It also shows the percentage of time pupils have not been in school 

due to a Covid-19 related reason and the percentage of time pupils have been in 

attendance between 17 August and 24 November. This data, alongside 

discussions with a wide range of stakeholders, has helped inform our approach to 

assessment policy in 2021. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what its expectations are of teachers in relation to 

contact tracing over the winter holidays if a positive case of 

COVID-19 is confirmed in their school. (S5W-34131) 

John Swinney: We want teachers and school leaders to have a break over the 

festive period, and that’s why Public Health Scotland and the National Contact 

Tracing Centre are offering support to local authorities to deal with contact tracing 

issues to minimise the need for school leaders to deal with 

them over the holidays. 
 
23/12/2020 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary 
for Education and Skills on 8 December 2020 (Official Report, c. 46), from which 
budget stream the exceptional, one-off payment to teachers assessing and marking 
National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher courses in 2021 will be sourced, and 
whether it will apply to (a) college lecturers and (b) staff at independent schools 
carrying out the same task. (S5W-33932) 
 

Holding answer issued: 23 December 2020 

John Swinney: A holding answer was provided. 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis


Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 

Scottish Government which local authorities will have delivered the required 

spaces to ensure 1,140 hours of funded childcare by December 2020, and which 

it expects will have (a) done so by April 2021 and (b) not done so by August 

2021.(S5W-33941) 

Maree Todd: Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic local authorities and ELC 
providers have continued to work extremely hard to progress the expansion and 
ensure as many families as possible can benefit from increased hours of funded 
ELC ahead of the statutory implementation date. 

Work has continued to secure the required workforce and to re-phase capital 

programmes as construction activity resumed after lockdown. 

 

I can advise that local authorities are continuing to offer expanded hours where 

they can, and to progress expansion plans ahead of setting a new statutory 

date. 14 Local Authorities are already offering 1140 hours to all families; and 18 

Local Authorities are offering at least 600 hours of funded ELC to all families, 

and 1140 to some or most families. 

 

Of the 18 Local Authorities still to deliver full roll out of 1140 the following 

indicative dates have been shared with the Scottish Government, however 

councils may deliver before these dates. The indicative dates below are subject 

to change due to future changes in public health measures and/or Covid-19. 

 
• Glasgow City Council is delivering an 1140 model but is unable to 

ensure universal provision due to current public health measures 

• Orkney and Perth and Kinross are working towards full role out in 
January 2021 

• West Dunbartonshire are working towards full role out in April 2021 

• Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, East Ayrshire, East Lothian, East Dunbartonshire, 

City of Edinburgh, Falkirk, Fife, Highland, North Ayrshire, Moray, 

Renfrewshire, South Lanarkshire and West Lothian are working towards full 

roll out in August 2021. 

 
24/12/2020 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government (a) how many and (b) what percentage of early years centres in each 

local authority area provide free meals, also broken down by (i) how many and (ii) 

what percentage of eligible children take up the offer. (S5W-34197) 

Maree Todd: The Scottish Government does not hold data on the number of 

children eligible for free school meals in early learning and childcare (ELC) 

settings, or on the uptake of the offer of free school meals for those children. This 

information would be held at local authority level. 

 
The Scottish Government’s expansion to 1140 funded hours of ELC will introduce 

a universal entitlement to a free meal for all children as part of the ELC day. This 

will not be based on any eligibility criteria beyond the child being eligible for funded 

ELC (all 3- and 4-year olds and eligible 2-year olds). 


